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Record year despite dip in new car registrations

▲ New car sales on track for a record year, the second in succession
▲ Year to date the new car market rose 3.7 per cent to 2,419,055 cars
▼ November new car market slips 6.8 per cent to 171,674 units 
SMMT chief executive Christopher Macgowan said, 'At the beginning of 2002, not many in the industry would have predicted a second successive record year for new car sales. But throughout the year, the market has remained strong and is set to smash the 2.5 million barrier for the first time.'
He added, 'Sales have cooled a little over the last couple of months in line with industry expectations. However, more new cars have been sold over the first 11 months of 2002 than are normally sold in an entire year.'
Notes to editors:
1. A record 27.1 per cent of all new cars registered in November were diesel. From January to November 2002, 566,566 diesel cars have been registered accounting for a 23.4 per cent market share compared with 17.6 per cent for January to November 2001.
2. Demand for superminis has grown by 6.3 per cent this year. From January to November 781,405  superminis had been registered compared to 734,762 for the same period last year. 
3. Sales in the private sector remain up over the year to date, by 1.7 per cent. However compared to a record November 2001, which saw a massive 25.1 per cent rise in cars registered to private buyers, last month was down 16.8 per cent. 
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The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, The Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail.   Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed.   Providing the SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted.   Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by the SMMT.
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