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November 2002 New Car Registrations - Analysis & Comment
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Market moves towards record total





Figures from January to November show the total market is up 3.7 per cent on 2001 figures, at 2,419,055 units.





By the end of the year, new car sales are expected to have broken the 2.5 million barrier for the first time. The final tally could see an increase of nearly 80,000 cars on last year's record total.





Last month's market was the second highest November on record, despite a 6.8 per cent dip on last year's total. 











� EMBED Excel.Sheet.8  ���





� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���








Diesel growth continues





Diesels have been a cornerstone of growth in 2002 and accounted for a record 27.1 per cent of November sales. Over the first 11 months of the year diesel car sales have risen 38.1 per cent to 566,566 units. This is a 23.4 per cent market share, compared with 17.6 per cent for January to November 2001.  





With December figures to come, the year is just 39,714 cars short of the 2001 record annual total. A December market of around 115,000 units is expected, leaving the 2002 market at 2.535mn units.











Fleet sector records strong growth





Fleet and business demand rose in November, boosting market shares from a year ago. Over the year to date these sectors have seen growth of five and 10 per cent respectively.





Following a massive 25.1 per cent hike in private demand in November 2001, figures for last month showed a fall of 16.8 per cent. However, over the year to date, sales to private buyers were still up, by 1.7 per cent, or 19,436 cars.





One in three new cars is a supermini





Almost a third of all new cars registered this year have been supermini models. With market share at 32.3 per cent compared to 31.5 per cent share a year ago, and volumes up by 6.3 per cent, demand for these fuel efficient and affordable cars, as well as a booming diesel market, has been key to growth in 2002.





Models like the Vauxhall Zafira saw MPV sales up too. The segment recorded the biggest percentage growth over the first 11 months of 2002, up 18.1 per cent.
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��
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��
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��
Corsa�
99,500�
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��
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��
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75.9%�
�
% change�
-3.2%�
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�
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�
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Focus at number one





Ford Focus headed the best sellers' list for the 31st month in succession.





Vauxhall's Astra and Corsa took second and third spots, with three superminis, the Fiesta, 206 and Clio, taking the next three places.





4x4s, MPVs and executive cars all showed strong growth in November with sales up 8.8 per cent, five per cent and 6.1 per cent respectively.











UK penetration results 


Registrations of cars built outside the UK fell slightly in November, despite an overall rise in market share. VW, Audi, Porsche, Mazda, Subaru and Daihatsu all reported growth during the month.





Volumes of British-built cars were boosted by strong figures from Honda, Land Rover, Mini and Nissan. 
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		Registrations by customer type

		November 2002				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		75,384		81,819		14,471

				Market share		43.9%		47.7%		8.4%

				% change		-16.8%		2.1%		7.0%

		YTD 2002				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		1,175,310		1,019,119		224,626

				Market share		48.6%		42.1%		9.3%

				% change		1.7%		4.8%		9.9%
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		New Registrations						November 2002

								all cars		% chge

		Month						171,674		-6.8%				184278

		YTD						2,419,055		3.7%				2332298

		Last three months						788,480		-3.0%				812868

		12 MMAT						2,545,526		3.5%				2458769

		Year		2001				2,458,769		10.7%

		Forecast		2002				2,540,000		3.3%

				2003				2,380,000		-6.3%

		MMAT - monthly moving annual totals






